Validity of information concerning the use of dental services obtained in interviews.
Two hundred and fifty-two persons out of a population of 358 were interviewed concerning their use of dental services. The validity of the information was tested by comparing the answers from each respondent with the contents of his/her dental treatment record. Replies to a question about the time interval since the last dental visit showed a high degree of validity. The validity of information concerning the type of treatment received at the last course of dental visits showed high validity for a single treatment and low validity when the treatment services were mixed. Responses about the regularity of treatment attendance demonstrated decreasing degree of validity with increasing number of dental visits during the last 5 years. The demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the respondents showed little relation to the validity of their answers. However, the degree of validity decreased with increasing number of teeth.